CHAPTER VII

ENGLAND: RICHARD I AND JOHN

ENGLAND shared the influence of the great changes which marked the
age of Innocent III and Philip Augustus. A period of adventure passed
into a period of order. In spite of his regard for custom, Henry II was
a constructive statesman; but during the reigns of his sons his bold ex-
periments underwent the process of development, definition, and tentative
change. On the one hand, the power of the central government increased:
judicial, military,and financial measures brought the resources of feudalism
under the control of the Crown; a series of elaborate inquiries into the
distribution of property and income added to the information possessed
by the officers of the Exchequer; departmental business became more
specialised and official records were both more numerous and better pre-
served. The accession of Richard I was accepted later as the limit of
legal memory. On the other hand, during the quarter of a century which
preceded the Great Charter, the theory of royal responsibility received
practical expression. The separation of England from Normandy and
Anjou brought the king face to face with forces which henceforward were
to have a national significance. The king was now not king of the English,
but king of England, the great vassals were English barons; feudal cus-
tom, the adjustments between secular and spiritual authority, the writs
and practices of the Curia Regis combined to become the law of England.
When King John strained the instrument of government and disregarded
custom, he was met by an opposition which, although it was feudal in
form and temper, gave expression for the first time since the conquest to
English opinion.

John's self-confidence was doubtless strengthened by the events of his
brother's reign. During the life-time of Richard I the work of Henry II
was submitted to a severe test. It survived the civil disturbances of the
opening years, enabled the government to collect an enormous ransom,
and to respond to the incessant demands for men, stores, and supplies
during the later war between Richard and Philip Augustus. The success
of English administration was the more remarkable from the fact that,
four or five months excepted, the king was absent from England through-
out his reign. The history of England between 1189 and 1199 is really
concerned with the activities in the first place of William Longchamp,
and afterwards of Hubert Walter. The latter was the ruler of England
during the French war, and, while he was assisting Richard to hold his
own, developed Henry IPs machinery in every part.

Richard was crowned king on 3 September 1189, at Westminster.
The order of the stately ceremony, which seems to have become a pre-
cedent, was afterwards preserved among the documents in the treasury,
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